
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

 

* *  THE 2010 NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST  * * 

 

 

The 2009-2010 National and Department Rules contain all information student contestants need to prepare 

themselves for competition.  For the benefit of the contestants, it is imperative that all rules and regulations be 

followed explicitly at every level of the contest.  Post Oratorical Chairmen should be responsible for contacting 

their local high school to insure that the Oratorical Contest is part of their school's annual program. 

 

Oratorical Chairmen at all levels  (Post/County, District, Division and Department) are responsible for selecting a 

site, judges, and contest officials as well as publicizing their contests.  Contestants must provide a copy of their 

prepared oration at the Department “State” Contest. 

 

Contest deadline dates are listed below and will be followed. 

 

 

December 18, 2009 School Contest- On or before this date, participating schools must have conducted 

eliminating contests to insure only a single contestant to represent a single school.  

School officials in charge of the contest (or Post Official) should call the Department 

Headquarters immediately following the conclusion of the contest to certify the winner 

and to be given information on the subsequent contest.  The number is  (919) 832-7506. 

 

January 16, 2010 Post or County Contest -   Where there is more than one contestant in a particular 

county..  Must be conducted under the direction of the District Chairman or the County 

Chairman where one has been appointed.  If there is any question, please contact local 

Legion Post to clarify District Chairman.  (List attached) 

 

Jan. 23-30, 2010 District Contest -   Is made up of all county winners and will be conducted under the 

direction of the District Chairman.  District Chairmen are responsible for forwarding the 

completed winner certification form to Department Headquarters and to the Division 

Chairman immediately following the contest.  The District Chairman is respsonsible ofr 

escorting the District winners to the Division Finals.  All District winners 

participating in the Division Contest will be presented with a $100.00 scholarship 

check at the Division Contest only. 

 

February 13-20, 2010 Division Contest  - Is made up of all District winners within the Division.  The Division 

Chairman is responsible to see to proper execution of the contest and that winner 

certification form is filed with Department Headquarters immediately following the 

contest.  He is also responsible for seeing that the Division winner is escorted to the 

Department Finals.   

 

March 6, 2010 Department (State) Finals -  Location to be announced at a later date.  (a $60.00 travel 

allowance will be paid to the Division winner to defray cost of attending Department 

(State) Finals.  This check will be presented at the Department (State) Contest. 
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SUGGESTED  SUPPLIES  NEEDED 

 

1.  National Rules Brochure  (Gives complete details on contest) 

2.  Department Rules and Dates Brochure. 

3.  Adequate Judging Forms (Attached to Rules Brochure).  Winner Certification Forms (District and Division 

Contest Only) provided by Department Headquarters. 

4.  Time Cards, with numbers 3,4,5 and 8,9 and 10.  (To be held up by Time Keepers). 

5.  Stop Watches (2). 

6.  Some Type of Award for Contestants; (i.e., certificates, medals, cash award, etc.) 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

AWARDS AND MEDALS 

 

It is suggested that suitable medals be given to those contestants who place first, second and third in the local Post, 

County, and District contests.  Medals are available through National Emblem Sales, PO Box 1055, 

Indianapolis, IN  46206. 
 

   Level of Gold     Silver         Bronze 

Competition   (First Place)                (Second Place)           (Third Place) 

Post #717.305 - $  6.95 #717.305 - $  5.95 #717.305 - $  4.95  (page 116 Emblem Sales) 

District #717.311 - $15.95 #717.311 - $14.95 #717.311 - $11.95  (page 117 Emblem Sales) 

*Division #717.319 - $21.95 #717.319 - $19.95 #717.319 - $17.95  (page 117 Emblem Sales) 
 

*These medals are furnished by the Department at the Division Contest Level to those contestants placing 

1,2 or 3.  All other contest medals must be purchased by a local American Legion Post or by the District. 
 

All District Winners who participate in the Division Contest will receive a cash award of $100.00 Scholarship 

from Department Headquarters presented at the Division Contest.  Contestant MUST participate in the Division 

Contest to collect this award.  Medals for 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place will be awarded to Division winners at the Division 

Contest. 
 

All Division winners who participate in the Department (State) Contest will receive an appropriate plaque 

signifying their accomplishments.  As contest rules state you must compete at the next level to receive the award, 

Division plaques will be given out at the Department (State) Contest. 
 

All Division winners who participate in the Department (State) Contest will receive a travel allowance of $60.00 to 

defray expenses incurred in attending the Department (State) Contest.  The travel allowance will be presented at the 

Department (State) Contest. 
 

Department (State) Contest awards are as follows: 

1st Place  -   *$2,000.00 Scholarship 

2nd Place -  750.00 Scholarship                  (*NOTE:  Scholarships may be used to attend any college or 

3rd Place -   500.00 Scholarship           university in the United States and will be paid directly to the  

4th Place -  500.00 Scholarship           institution of higher education.) 

5th Place -  500.00 Scholarship  
 

*National Headquarters provides an additional $1,500.00 scholarship to Department (State) winners who 

participate in the Regional Contest. 
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FORWARD 
 

This Chairman’s guide has been prepared to help the Oratorical Chairman organize and conduct a 

successful Oratorical Contest.  This guide is also for use in conducting County, District, Division 

and State Contests. 
 

The primary purpose of the Oratorical Contest is to involve high school students in Americas great 

heritage; “The Constitution of The United States” and to promote interest in the democratic form of 

government. 
 

The American Legion hopes that every high school will participate in this educational opportunity 

for their students to become better informed citizens and to allow them to compete for scholarship 

awards. 
 

Each North Carolina American Legion Post must provide the initiative and leadership to make this 

fine program work.  We are counting on you! 

 CLARENCE BEARD 

 State Chairman 

 

Oratorical Contest and Education Committee 

 

Chairman  Vice-Chairman 

Clarence Beard (30)  Bill Richard (240) 

2589 Ernest Huss Lane  105 E Pine St 

Lincolnton, NC 28092  Maiden, NC 28650 

 704-732-1566  828-428-4807 (H) 

cfbpumpkincenter@bellsouth.net bg752@charter.net 

 

Johnny E. Poole (220) Brad Brown (87)  JoAnn Myers (342) 

2927 Bainbridge Dr 122 Shorelake Dr Apt G JoAnn Myers (342) 

Winston-Salem, NC 27102 Greensboro, NC 27455 805 Newsome Rd Apt 702 

336-744-1584 (H) 336-312-7247 (C) Salisbury, NC 28146 

336-407-5284 (C) bsb77+win@yahoo.com 704-213-4805 (H) 

jpoole@wsfcs.k12.nc.us  jodi1932@hotmail.com 

 

Kris Duenzl (20) Eddie Price (13) Henry Noble (379) 

2525 Calloway Rd 1404 Woodside Dr 4904 Watering Pond Rd 

Raeford, NC 28376  Wilson, NC 27893 Pink Hill, NC 28572 

910-875-9764 (H) 252-237-4722 (H) 252-568-2753 (H) 

910-690-8866 (C) 252-230-9897 (C) 252-521-5669 (C) 

kristen.duenzl@us.army.mil eddiemprice1@yahoo.com nobleprr@aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOW TO START AN ORATORICAL CONTEST IN YOUR AREA 

 

Obtain a copy of The National High School Oratorical Contest Chairman’s Guide and read 

through it to familiarize yourself with the workings of a contest. 

 Work with your schools: 

 Set up an appointment to speak with the school Principal, English teachers, 

Governmental History teachers, and ROTC instructors.  Discuss what an 

oratorical contest is all about.  Be sure to let them ask questions so they fully 

understand the program. 

 As Post chairman, be sure to leave your name and phone number with them so 

they can reach you.  Offer to help them conduct an in school contest for practice.  

This could be one of the most important steps as it helps everyone understand the 

rules and concept.  Make sure all the proper judging, timekeeping, and tabulation 

sheets are used. 

 Be available to address the students directly if allowed, and use school bulletin 

boards and school newspapers to get the word to the students. 

 Be willing to return at a later date to address the students, if the schools desire. 

 

Be organized. 

 Study the rules and regulations covered in chapter 3 on page 8 of the Chairman’s 

Guide.  This will insure correct information being passed along through the 

various stages of the contest. 

 Be sure to have extra copies of your judges scoring sheets along with timekeeping 

and tabulating sheets. 

 A copy of the Video “How to Conduct The National High School Oratorical 

Contest” is available as outlined in Chapter Eleven of the Chairman’s Guide by 

contacting the National Americanism and Children and Youth Division at (317) 

630-1249. 

 Chairman’s Guide is available at www.legion.org. go to Programs and Events, 

National Oratorical Contest 

 Copies of previous National Finalists Orations are available by calling the 

National Americanism and Children and Youth Division or Department 

Headquarters.  They may be used as an informational tool, BUT MAY NOT BE 

COPIED IN ANY WAY! 
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DIVISION ORATORICAL CHAIRMEN 

Division I Division II    Division III 

Van Raper (13) Michael Braswell (167)   Gerry Coleman (1) 

308 Blalock Rd 309 Knollwood Dr   5548 Hampstead Crossing 

Lucama, NC  27851 Hampstead, NC 28443   Raleigh, NC  27612 

252-239-0206 (H) 910-270-1297 (H)   919-783-9746 (H) 

 braswellmc@bellsouth.net  919-833-2075 (W)  gcoleman@birchappraisal.com 
  

Division IV Division V 

Dean Haywood (208) Bill Richard (240) 

PO Box 431 105 E Pine St 

Waxhaw, NC 28173 Maiden, NC 28650 

704-843-3366 (H) 828-428-4807 (H) 

 bg752@charter.net 

  
 

DISTRICT ORATORICAL CHAIRMEN 
 

District 1   District 2   District 3  District 4 

Johnnie Farmer (102)  Woodrow Collins (391)  Robert Sheck (39) Eddie Price (13) 

142 Ray Farmer Rd  431 Summerfield Rd  3541 Brick Kiln Rd 1404 Woodside Dr 

Aulander, NC 27932  Roper, NC 27970   Greenville, NC 27858 Wilson, NC 27893 

252-345-0990 (H)   252-793-3375 (H)   252-830-1933 (H)  252-237-4722 (H) 

sgmfarmer@embarqmail.com widgeon47@earthlink.net  bobsheck@gmail.net 252-230-9897 (W) 

           eddiemprice1@yahoo.com 
 

District 5   District 6   District 7  District 8  

Wade Daniel (52)   Ed Harris (78)   Larnell Reece (215) Johnnie Holloway (525) 

622 Winston St   650 W Corbett Ave  1210 South Best St 637 Alan Dr 

Franklinton, NC 27525  Swansboro, NC 28584  Goldsboro, NC 27533 Fayetteville, NC 28314 

919-494-4076 (H)   910-326-3997 (H)   919-921-0404 (H)  910-867-5712 (H) 

dwdaniel@worldnet.att.net  mharvard@ec.rr.com  hreece28@bellsouth.net 910-850-6550 (C) 
 

District 9   District 10   District 11  District 12 

Mike Braswell (167)  Rene McNeil (181)   Warren Murphy (232) Richard Beal (7) 

309 Knollwood Dr  721 S King St   905 7
th
 Ave Apt 38A  

Hampstead, NC 28443  Laurinburg, NC 28352   Garner, NC 27529  919-477-5970 (H) 

910-270-1297 (H)  910-384-3168    919-779-5337 (H)  919-323-5838 (C) 

  910-277-8976   wmurphy21@nc.rr.com richardbeal44@yahoo.com 
 

District 13 District 14 District 15  District 16 

JoAnne Martin (436) Sam Fretwell (79) Ritchie York (81)  David L. Butler (72) 

PO box 418 303A Oleander Dr PO box 341  PO Box 491 

Angier, NC 27501 Eden, NC 27288 Liberty, NC 27298 Aberdeen, NC 28315 

919-639-9966 (H) 336-349-4136 (H) 336-622-3118 (H)  910-410-0280 (H) 

tednjoanne@erthlink.net samfretwell@yahoo.com  
 

District 17 District 18 District 19  District 20 

Ryan Stafford (440) Johnny Poole (220) Joann Myers (342) Tom Windt (235) 

1829 Dickerson Blvd #105 PO Box 1453 805 Newsome Rd Apt 702 14421 Pommel Lane 

Monroe, NC 28110 Winston-Salem, NC 27102 Salisbury, NC 28146 Matthews, NC 28105 

704-254-3539 (H) 336-744-1284 (H) 704-213-4805  704-443-7046 (H) 

rstafford2@carolina.rr.com 336-407-5284 (C) jodi1932@hotmail,com windt@canton.edu 

   
 

District 21 District 22 District 23  District 24 

Keith McRee (209) Harry Flynn (48) Larry Deaver (155) Joe Somolik (2)  

518 A Carolina Ave  1591 Richey Rd 904 Sharon Dr  56 Beechwood Rd  

Hickory, NC 28601  Taylorsville, NC 28681 Kings Mtn, NC 28086 Asheville, NC 28805 

828-396-5983 (H) 828-495-3089 (H) 704-739-4338 (H)  828-298-8641 (H) 

 828-238-2137 (W)    mountainpath75@msn.com  

 harry@harryflynn.com     
 

District 25 

Carroll Smathers (47) 

143 Pigeon St 

Waynesville, NC 28786 

828-452-4812 (H) 
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PLEASE NOTE: Any name not in bold, District Commander did not report 

a District Oratorical Chairman. 
 



ASSIGNED TOPICS FOR 2010 

 

Article 4 Section 3 Para 1 

 New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new 

State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor 

any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, 

without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the 

Congress. 

 

Article 5 

 The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, 

shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 

Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 

proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and 

Purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 

fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the 

one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; 

Provided that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal 

Suffrage in the Senate. 

 

Amendment 5 

 No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases 

arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time 

of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to 

be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 

case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, 

without just compensation. 

 

Amendment 6 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 

and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime 

shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained 

by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 

confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for 

obtaining withnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his 

defense. 
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